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HE Reſurreftion of Jeſus being a 
Point of ſo great Importance, that 
ce whole Weight of Chriſtianity 
reeſts upon it, it is very neceſſary 
| that the Truth of this Fact ſhould 
be made out Clearly, and for that purpoſe the 
following Treatiſe is offer d to the Reader, 
who if he comes to it with Attention and with- 
out Prejudice, may (it is hoped) be convinc'd 
of the Reality of this great Miracle, and be 
Gee ith a ſufficient Anſwer to the ſeveral 

Objections lately rais'd againſt it. 
The Obje&ions have been formed from the 
Hiſtory written” by the four Evangeliſts, and 
therefore ſuppoſe that they wrote the Accounts 
which we now e have er their Names; I 
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in Defence of Fe/us's Reſurrection, as th 


by the following Arguments. 
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have the ſame right to make the ſame ſuppoſal 

pag 
make in Oppoſition to it; and therefore ſhall 


forbear to prove what is allow'd in the Queſti- 
on; when That comes to be deny'd, it will 


receive a Satisfactory Anſwer z but till then it 


muſt be taken for granted that the Books of 
the New Teſtament. were written by thoſe 
whoſe Names they bear, and are handed down 
to us the ſame as they were written. 

Having premis'd this, I proceed to the 


Proof of the Fact in view, the Reſurrection of 


Feſus ; which is now made matter of Diſpute 
(it ſeems) in a Chriſtian Country; but fince 
it is, Satisfaction ought to be given to all En- 


quirers, whether they ſeek it in Sincerity or 


not. The Books, which make this Enquiry 
neceſſary, are too well known to need to be 
particularly named. In them the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles are ſometimes repreſented as Fools 
and Credulous men, ſometimes as Cheats and Im- 
paſtors ; I ſhall therefore conſider the Matter in 
both theſe Lights, not regarding upon whom 
One or Both of the two Characters may fall, if 
it ſhould appear (as it will) that they don't in 
the leaſt belong to the Apoſtles: And for this 
purpoſe I muſt follow the old Diſtinction 
(till a better can be found), and ſay, that, if 
the account given us by the Apoſtles be Falſe, 
it muſt have been, either becauſe they were 
Deceived Themſelves, or becauſe they know- 
ingly Deceived Mankind. — 


I. That they could not be Deceived Them- 
ſelves, in the Caſe before us, may be proved 
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Aſter he was riſen, and before he was aſcend- 


| ed, he ſhewed himſelf alive (to his Apoſtles and 
ſeveral others) by many Infallible proofs, being 


ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of the things 


pertaining to the Kingdom of God. Acts i. 2. 
More particularly, the ſacred Writers make 
mention of twelve different Appearances of 
715 and intimate that he was ſeen oftner. 
e Convers'd with them, and gave Anſwers to 
their Queſtions; he Ate and Drank with them, 
to ſhew that his Body was a Real one. Luke 
xxiv. 43. And when they ſuſpected that what 
they ſaw might be a Spirit, he bad them handle 


him and ſee, for a Spirit (lays he) hath not 


Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have. Luke xxiv. 


9. 
| And beyond all this, he ſubmitted to ſuch a 
cloſe Examination as his Scrupulous Apoſtle 
Thomas inſiſted upon, for he permitted him to 
feel the Marks of the Wounds, which the 
Nails had cauſed in his Hands and Feet, and 
which the Spear had made in his Side. 
And for a ſtill farther Conviction, for a 
Proof which ſhould paſs all Poſſibility of de- 
3 he told them (before he aſcended up 
into He 
Power from on bigh. Luke xxiv. 49. and be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many days after. 
Acts 1. 7. Which, according to the Predicti- 
on, happen'd to them at the end of ten days, 
when the Holy Ghoft fell upon them, and they 
all ſpake with Tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

In the Certainty of this Event they could 
not poſhbly be miſtaken : they felt within them 
the wonderful Gift, the Power of ſpeaking 


Lang uages 


aven) that they ſhould be endued with 


„ me Miez 


Languages till Then Unknown to them. They 
had the ſame Evidence of their really havi 

This, as they had of their being Alive. And 
is there any thing in Nature, which a man can 
be ſurer of? Even thoſe, whoſe Scepticiſm has 
carried them ſo far, as to aſſert, that we can- 


not be Certain of the Exiſtence of any Objects 


without us, muſt in this Caſe allow that the 
Apoſtles might be Certain of what they felt by 
inward Perception, and had the ſame ſort of 
Knowledge of, as they had of their own 
Exiſtence. i723 | | . 
Allowing then that they were Sure of This, 
it follows that they were Sure of Jeſus's ha- 
ving been rais'd from the Dead, and of their 
having convers'd with him after his Reſur- 
rection; for it was in one of their Converſa- 
tions With him, during that period of time, 
that he promis'd them this Gif? of Tongues; 
and the fulfilling of the Promiſe was a full 
Proof of his having been 'truly preſent with 
them, when he made it. 8 

So that this Objection will not ſtand the 
Enquiry ; But ſtill it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts were Cheats and Impoſtors, 
and that they knowingly Deceived Mankind in 
the Accounts that they have left in Writing. 


II. Vet, as in the former Caſe it was proved 
— be Abſolutely Impoſſible that they 
tould” be Deceived in this great Fact, ſo in 
This Caſe it will appear to be Morally Impoſ- 
ſible that they ſhould be Deccivers. 

For they were at firſt twelve in Number, 
one of which Betray'd their Maſter, and was 
the cauſe of his Death; another Deny'd Ava 
SW : | tries 
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JzsUs Vindicated. 7 
thrice at his — with Oaths and Curſes de- 
claring that he did not know him; and all of them 
ſhew'd ſo much want of Courage, ſuch an Ab- 
jeh Fear, as that they forſaok bim and. fled 
tor their dyn Safety: Is it then Probable in 
the leaſt degree, that after ſuch Proofs: of the 
Baſeneſs of lome, and of the Weakneſs of all 
of them, they ſhould be ſo far from being Suſ- 
picious of one another, nay ſhould ſo far throw 
their whole Welfare into cach other's hands, 
as all to _ unite in carrying on an Im- 

poſture? Could they hope to be more Secure 
againſt being betray d by each other than their 
Maſter was, who was the Centre of their Union, 
and for whoſe ſake they had aſſociated toge- 
ther? Could they be ſure that there was no 
Judas ſtill left among them? or that Peter's 
Cowardice, er their own ſtrong Fears would 
not revive again upon ſome freſh occaſion? In 
n word, is it not againſt all Reaſon and Expe- 
rience, that a Confederacy among wicked Men, 
when once broken thro' Treachery and Cow- 
ardice, ſhould ever be renew'd among the 
fame pony and cemented ”_ ſo that in 
this view, if they had been Impoſtors, they 
muſt have been the Weakeſt of men too; and 
That (we know) is no part of the Character of 
ſuch as can carry on an Impoſture. | 
Heſides, it is to be conſider d, that no Mo- 
tive can be 1 for their Combining in ſuch 
Falſehood: It is (I think) univerſally given 
le that neither Grandeur, nor Riches, nor 
Pleaſure, were what the Apoſtles aimed at; the 
marks of the Contrary are too plain to be de- 
nied: but = there are ſome who think, that 
they may fairly aſcribe it to Vanity and the 
th a NT 33 Love 
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and that Singularity cannot be OI "to 


4 8 
45 


The MIRaCLEes of 
Love of being Singular; a Paſſion which they 
well know goes a great way in Themſelves, 
and might therefore (they conclude) | 
ſtrong in the Apoſtles: but even "tha 


have a place Here, for this plain reaſon be- 
cauſe the Doctrine which they taught, they 
taught not as their Own, but as their Maſter's: 
they were only his Meſſengers; and therefo 

if it ſucceeded to their heart's wiſh, they cou 

expect no Reputation as the Inventors or firſt 
Diſcoverers of it, and they were too many in 
Number to affect to be Singular in this point: 


Here then is a Conſideration of great Weight 


in the Enquiry, for if the Objection be ſtrip'd 


of this ſuppos'd Motive, it will be Morally 


Impoſſible to aſſign any other. 
Bur above all things, it muſt be inſiſted up- 
on as a Proof of their Sincerity, that the whole 


Number of the Apoſtles unanimouſly aſſerted 


this Fact of Jeſus's Reſurrection, and of their 
having ſeen him in all the Circumſtances be- 
fore related, in the midſt of all kinds of Suf- 


>» ferings and Perſecutions, even. with their Dyin 
breath, and when expiring under the Crueleſ 
TPortures. — | | 
This is naturally as ſtrong a Proof as a Fact 

- gs _— of; for Death is the utmoſt Tryal, 


the ſureſt Teſt which human Nature can be 


" expos'd TO. | ; | NS 
And it is no Abatement to the force of this 


Proof to ſay, * that many Cheats and Crimi- 
cc nals have aſſerted their Innocence and de- 
ce nied their Guilt in the utmoſt extremity of 

| Death“; 


—_ 


* Moolſton's Diſcourſes, c. Part DIES 


JEs us Pindicated, 8 9 
« Death”; for the two Caſes are ſo far from 
being Parallel, that they are exactly Contrary z 
ſuch Cheats and Criminals being tempted to 
this Denial of their Guilt by the hope of Saving 
their Lives; whereas in the Apoſtles caſe the 
Only hope that they could have of Saving their 
Lives was by owning the Falſehood (if it was 
one), and acknowledging themſelves to be 
Guilty, which is juſt the Reverſe of what they 
did. 

Nor can the abovementioned Proof be weak- 
en'd by ſaying, that there are Inſtances of men, 
who have dyed for Errors as well as for Truths, 
and have given up their Lives in a Stubborn 
defence of Points, which others ſo heartily Ab- 
ale that they dyed rather than Receive 
them. 

For tho' all this be True, yet of what is it 
True? of Opinions and Doctrines only, in 
which men may be fully perſuaded Contrary 
ways: but the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles con- 
cerning Chriſt's Reſurrection is a Teſtimony 
concerning a Fact, whereof they declar'd them- 
ſelves Eye-witneſſes; and let any Unbeliever 
produce one Inſtance (in all the Records of 
time) of a ſingle man, much more of Twelve 
or more, Sober and Serious men, all chearfully 
undergoing the moſt violent Deaths rather 
than Recant what they Knew to be a direct 
Falſhood. 'The Author of the Diſcourſes on the 
Miracles of our Saviour, Part 1. quotes St. Aus 
ftin as telling us that ſuch Forks as Jeſus did 
might be imputed to, and effected by Magick Art; 
bur This Author Knows that St. Auſtin ſays no 
ſuch thing, and, that we may not doubt of 
his Knowing it, he has plac'd that Father's 
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words at the bottom of page 11.* from whence 
it appears, that he' ſays not one 'word of the 
poſhbility of their being effected by Magick Art. 
Here now is an Atteftation of a Fact, which 
the Author knew to be Falſe; but would Mr. 
FF. perſiſt in This, if a Rope were about his 
Neck, and he going to ſuffer for This Falſe- 
hood? eſpecially, if ro Recant, would ſave his 
Life, and his Refuſal would certainly put his 
Sentence in Execution? I don't ſpeak this as 
my Wiſh, but for Argument's ſake only. And 
we may truſt Him to anſwer the Queſtion, and 
be Sure that the Reply wou'd be, What? do 
you take me for a Madman? — And do You 
take the Apoſtles for Madmen? Their Wri- 
tings ſurely ſhew it leſs than His; and there- 
fore we may conclude that Human Courage, 
or Obſtinacy (let them call it which they 
pleaſe) cannot go ſo far: at leaſt we are fure 
that the Reſurrection has nothing near ſo In- 
credible in it, as this Suppoſition has which 
ſome have made againft the Belief of it. 
Upon the whole it may be ſaid that there 
is no Fact in Nature, that can be ſo well 
proved and ſupported as This is; for to ſup- 
poſe the Apoſtles to have been Deceived, is 
to 2; Tug a thing Abſolutely Impoſhble ; and 
to affirm that they. were Deceivers, is to 
affirm a thing which is Morally Impoſſible, 
1. e. Improbable in the higheſt Degree. 
Thus I have laid before the Reader a di- 
rect Proof of this Fact, the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus; and if a thing be once proy'd in this 
| ways 
* Etſi atteſtabantur Miracula, non iſſent (ſicut er nuns 
* —— potentia es 
Fauſl. L. 12. c. 4. 5 N 
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JESs us Nudicated. It 
way, Objections drawn from the Circumſtan- 
ces and Expreſſions of the Hiſtory have very 
little weight againſt it; becauſe Mens Igno- 
rance or Inattention may be the foundation 
of theſe Objections, and plain Proofs are too 
ſtubborn to give way to ſuch little Oppoſiti- 
ons as theſe are. 
| However ſince Objections have been rais'd 
againſt the Reality of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, and they ſeem to deſerve an anſwer, 
becauſe they are drawn from the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Story as related by the Evangeliſts, 
I ſhall endeavour to give a full anſwer to each 
of them. 

All that has been offer'd on this head, may 
be reduc'd to theſe four Objeftions : 

That Jeſus did not riſe at the time that he 

had foretold. 
' That ſome of his Diſciples did not Know him 
when he appear'd to them, or they Knew 
him by ſuch ſigns as could be no Sure Marks 
of its being Him. 

That he did not perſonally appear to the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders after his Reſurrection, 
as (they ſuppoſe) he ought to have done for 
their Conviction. And laftly, 

That the Stone at the mouth of the Grave 
being Seal'd, and the Seal being broken open, 
when the Sealers were not preſent, here is 
room to ſuſpect a Fraud and Impofture. 

i Each of theſe ſhall be conſider'd in its or- 
er. 

I. §. Firſt it is ſaid, that 7eſus did not riſe at 
the time which he had foretold; it was not (lay 
they) on the third day, for that would have 
been on Monday, not upon Sanday or the frf 

B 2 7 


as one Evangeliſt expreſſes it; and leaſt of al 
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day of the week : much leſs was it after three 958 


is it True (as they pretend) that he was in the 
heart of the Earth three Days and three Nights, 
which Yet he declar'd he wou'd be, as another 
Evangeliſt reports it. | 4a 
But in anſwer to all this it may be prov'd 
(as it has often been) that all theſe Expreſſions, 
which are ſo many Jewiſh ways of ſpeaking, 
are exactly . with the Event, when 
they are rightly explain'd, | 

For doing which it muſt be obſerv'd, that 


the Jews counted their Days (I mean their 
Natural Days, or days of 24 hours) very dif- 
ferently from what We do; for We reckon 


them from 12 o'clock at night to 12 the next 
night; but They reckon'd from one Sunſet to 
the next Sunſet, and all the time between 


them They called à Day, juſt as Moſes did 


when he ſays, the Evening and the Morning were 
the firſt day, Gen. i. 5. and from Even unto E- 
ven ſhall ye celebrate your Sabbath, Lev. xxiii. 32. 
Another thing to be obſerv'd on this head 
is, that they reckon'd (as indeed all nations do) 
any Part of a Day of 24 hours for a whole 
Day: to this purpoſe an eminent Jewiſh Writer 
(Aben-Ezra on Levit. xii. 3.) ſpeaking of the 
Law for circumciſing an Infant on the 8th 
Day, ſays, that if the Infant was born but one 
hour before the firſt Day was ended, it was 
counted for one Whole Day: And ſo for the 
ſame reaſon, was the Part of the Day that was 
paſs'd, when it was Circumcis'd, if it was only 
one hour of the Evening with which that Day 
began. Reckoning then that the firſt Day be- 
gan on our Thurſday at Sunſet, and ended upon 
W Friday 
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Friday at Sunſet; and (becauſe our Lord dyed 
about three in the afternoon of That Day) 
reckoning that part of a Day for a whole 
Day, by this means we have one Day; and 
Saturday is on all hands allowed to be another 
Day; and as the third Day began on Satur- 


# | gay at Sunſet, and our Saviour roſe on the 


morning following, that Part of a Day is fairly 
computed for the third Day, and thus the 
Prediction was fully accomplithed. | 

It is no wonder indeed that the Goſpel 
ſhould be contradicted by ſuch Cavillers as theſe; 
but there is one, who might have expected 
better Quarter from them, and that is Por- 
phyry, as great an Enemy to Chriſtianity as 
the Heart of an Unbeliever could with; 
and yet this Objeftion of Theirs againſt Sunday's 
being the third Day, gives the Lye to their 
Favourite Porphyry, who in his Treatiſe call'd 
de Homericis Quæſtionibus ſays, O Mnys7ns Hu 
imid\nunoas, x, rng TeiThs tw iC, Th rein d ro- 
d Neyerai xo Tor pic THY Eon Env ETENEOEy. 
He that is at home in the Evening, and goes abroad 
on the · Morning of the Third Day, is ſaid to be 
from home on the Third Day; tho there be only 
One Day compleat, which is the Middle one (a). But 
we want neither Porphyry, nor any other Author 
to prove the Propriety of this Expreſſion ; for it 
is 2 way of ſpeaking, which We and all o- 
ther Nations of the World uſe: What I have 
ſaid on this head, was chiefly to lead the way 
to what follows, 

The Expreſſion on the third Day is about ten 
ſeveral times us'd in the New Teſſament on this 
occaſion, and therefore muſt ſerve for explaining 
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the other Phraſes but once or twice at moſt 
made uſe of: ſuch is that of Chriſ's riſing 
after three Days; the meaning of which ex- 
preſſion is fairly ſhewn by what we read in 
2 Chron. x. 7. where Rehoboam ſays to the 
People, Come again unto me after three Days, and 
yet ver. 12. we read that the People came to Re- 
n on the third Day, as the King command - 
ed ſaying, Come again to me on the third Day. 
A plain Inſtance, you ſee, that both Phraſes 
mean the ſame thing. 

As to the wee ion of our Saviour's being 
three Days and three Nights in the heart of the 
Earth, Matt. xii. 40. from the foregoing Ob- 
fervations the Account of that is very Eaſy; 
for the Jews (like Us) had no one word by 
which to expreſs a Day of ny four hours, 

or a vou p as the Greeks called it, i. e. a 
Day-night as We might call it. They ſome- 
times ſtiled it a Day, as We do, but at other 
times a Day and a Night. So that we are to 
underſtand by the Expreſſion of three Days 
and three Nights no more than that Jeſus 
was to be in the Grave three Days (as We 
ſhould expreſs it) reckoning inclufively the 
firſt and the laſt for two Days, and counti 
the pieces of Days for Whole ones. And of 
this way of ſpeaking there is a remarkable In- 
ſtance in the book of Eſther; for tho' in ch. 
iv. 16. ſhe declares that ſhe wou'd faſt with 
her People the Jes three Days Night and Day: 
yet we find her in ch. v. 1, 4, «pon the third 
Day at a Banquet with the King and Haman 
her Adverſary. 

_ Notwithſtanding therefore this Objection, 

it appears that Fe/zs roſe from the Grave at the 

time foretold by him, | 
2. f. The 
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2. $. The next Objection is, that his Diſciples 
did not always Know him when he appeared 
to them: or they Knew him by ſuch Signs as 
could not be Sure Marks of its being Him. 
For the obviating of which it may be ob- 
ſerved, that, tho' our Lord more than once in 
his Life time told them that he ſhould be pur 
to Death, and ſhould riſe again on the third Day, 
yet they then underſtood not theſe things; their 
ho of a Temporal Deliverer were ſo ſtrong, 
$03 hey had built ſo much upon this falſe No- 
tion, that, when they ſaw him Crucify'd, they 
immediately loſt all E and all Expectation 
of ever ſeeing him again: and in this Conſter- 
nation, under this Deſpair of Mind, if he had 
appear d to them at Once, in ſuch a manner 
as to put his Reſurrection out of All Doubt, it 
is Probable that their Joy would have been too 
Exceſſive and Tumultuous for them to bear: 
He ſeems therefore to have choſen rather to 
diſcover himſelf to them by wy HO 
'The firſt Step towards any Notice of this 
Miraculous Fact was, that the Grave was 
found open, and the Body gone. 
Next they received an Account of his being 
riſen from two Perſons, who had the Shape of 
Young men, but had at the ſame time the ap- 
pearance of a Brightneſs like that of Lightning 
in their Countenances; which gave reaſon to 
thoſe who faw them, to ſuppole that they were 
not Men, but Angels. | 
After this Jeſus appear'd to ſome of his Diſ- 
ciples, but it being not yet Day-light (Matt. 
XXVIii. I.) they miſtook him for the Gardiner of 
the Place in which the Graye was, till upon 
looking. more narrowly at him, they Ge bw 
ro 


1 
4 


* 
” 


165 The MinaCLes of 
to be their Maſter; but he preſently withdrew 
bimſelf, leaving them little more than a Glimpſe 
or bare View of his Perſon, as not deſigning 
et fully to convince them of the Reality of 
his Reſurrection. | 
At another time he appear'd to Two of the 
Diſciples, as they were on their Journey to En- 


maus; but it was (as the Evangeliſt ſays) in 


another Form. Mark. xvi. 12. i. e. another 
than what they had been uſed to ſee him in, 
robably in the dreſs of a Traveller, for it is 


aid that he went into the Country with them. 


This Circumſtance therefore, together with 
the Dusk of the Evening, (at which time it- 
happened) and the Deſpair they were in of 
ever ſeeing him again, might contribute to- 
wards what is {aid of theſe two Diſciples, that 
their Eyes were _ that they ſhould not know 
bim, or rather (as it may be rendered) /o as 
that they did not know him, Luke xxiv. 16. till 
upon entering with him into an houſe, and ſit- 
ting down with him to Supper, their Eyes were 


epen'd, and they knew; him; which diſcovery the 


bringing in of Lights for their Meal may pro- 
bably haye occaſion'd ; at leaft this is a better 
account of the matter than the Fanciful Sup- 
poſition, which has been advanced, as if Jeſus 
was then diſcoyer'd by an habitual Motion and 
Action of his hand in breaking of bread. 
At this time, tho* he gave the Diſciples a far- 
ther proof of his being riſen, yet they were 
only Two preſent, and he choſe to ſtay a very 
little time with them after he was known to 
them; for it is ſaid that he ftraitway vaniſhed 
ent of their Sight, or rather (as it is in the 
Margin of our Bibles) he ceaſed to be ſeen of m 7 
by y 
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by which no more need be meant than that 
he left their Company and went away, with- 
out doing any thing more than is naturally in 
the Power of Bodies to do; juſt as the word 
diſappear (an Equivalent one) is us'd by Mil- 
ton, Book VI. 414. | 


Satan with his Rebellious diſappear'd, 
Far in the Dark diſhodg'd. 


Where it is not meant that he made him- 
my Inviſible, but that he withdrew out of 

1 
EIn all theſe Appearances of our Saviour to 
his Diſciples, there is no Chriſtian who pre- 
tends that he gave them a Full and Satisfacto- 
ry Proof of his Reſurrection: They were bur 
o many Steps to lead them on; they were on- 
ly the Degrees by which he choſe to pre- 
pare them for a a Diſcovery, and are 
therefore (I think) a good Reaſon why more 
than once they were not aware of his being 
their Maſter. 

And if, after all this, at another Appearance 
of his they ſuppoſed that they had 1 a Spi- 
rit, ver. 37. he went a (router ength to- 
wards convincing them, by ſhewing them his 
Hands, and his Feet, and his Side; and appeal- 
ing to them whether @ Spirit had Fleſh and 
Bones, as they ſaw him have. 1 
The laſt Satisfaction which he gave them 
in this particular, and which (as the Story re- 
lates) put an entire end to All Doubt among 
them, was his allowing the Apoſtle Thomas 
not only to ſee, but to handle him, and feel 
the marks in his Side, his Hands, and his 

— Feet, 


o © * * 
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Feet, which the Nails and the Spear had 


made, when he was on the Croſs : Upon 
This they were All fully convinced; and e- 
very time' afterwards, when they ſaw Him, 
they made no Scruple to own and receive him 
as Jeſus riſen from the Dead. n 
If it can be made appear, that, after this 
ample Diſcovery, any of the Diſciples did 
not know him, when he was Preſent with 
them, there will be ſome weight in the Ob- 
jection; but at preſent every Inſtance that has 
been en of ſuch Behaviour in the Diſciples 
towards their Maſter, is taken from thoſe Ap- 
arances of his which were prior to the a- 
ve-mentioned one, when Thomas (the laſt 
of the Apoſtles who ſtood out) received ſuch 
ſtrong Conviction. _ 
And is it fair Dealing, to paſs over thoſe 
Later appearances in which the Apoſtles de- 
clare-that: they had full evidence, and to ob- 
ject his Former Imperfe& appearances as not 
Satisfa@tory ? Why, the Apoſtles. acknow- 
ledge that at Firſt they believ'd not, bur the 
fame Writers fay that they believed After- 
wards, and give us their Reaſons for it : and 
Sall the One Story of the Apoſtles be cre- 
dited, and the Other not? ; 4 
I can ſee no Reaſon why theſe Objectors 
ſhould like their Teſtimony in the Firſt caſe 
better than that in the Laſt, except that they 
were then Unbelievers; That perhaps They 
may look on as Merit, and reckon that the 
leſs Faith they had, they deſerv'd the more 
Credit. But is it not ſtrange that in ſuch a 
Caſe a man's Evidence ſhould be turn'd a- 
gainſt himſelf? f 


r of - 
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I met an old Acquaintance t' other day in 
2 fer-Hall; whom I did not know at 
firſt; I was talking ith him for ſome time, 
till at laſt recolledting my ſelf I called him 
by his name, and we immediately knew each 
other, and fell to diſcourſing upon ſeveral 
things that had formerly paſſed between us, 
and upon the Circymſtances and Welfare of 
ſeveral of our Common Friends. Shall any 
one tell me now, that this man was not the 
old Acquaintance that- I took him to be, 
and uſe for his Argument, That I did not 
know him at Firſt? What's that to the pur- 

ole? I knew him before we parted, and 

new him by ſuch Sure Marks, as I could 
not be Deceived in. There are few men of 
ſo cool Tempers as not to be, provok'd at 
fuch an Arguer as This; and what He might 
call a Concluſion of his own Reaſon, They 
would look upon as an Affront to Theirs. But 
I have done with this Objection, and pro- 
ceed to 4 PR 

3. $. The Third which I mentioned to have 

been made againſt the Truth of Je/us's Refur- 
rection , fix. which was, that He did not 
28 appear to the Chief Prieſts and El- 
ders, as ſome ſay he ought to have done for 
their Confutation. 
* Burt if I ſhew that This was not only not 
= neceſſary to be done, but that there are good 
2 Reaſons aſſignable why it ſhould ot have been 
done, a ſufficient Anſwer will be given to this 
> Objection. 

t was not neceſſary to be done, becauſe the 
Chief Prieſts and Rulers had ſeen enough to 
gonvince them fully 8 Jeſus came from 

2 


. 
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God, if they had not been blinded with the 
moſt obſtinate Prejudices: They had been 
Eye-Witneſſes to many of his Miracles, and 
had but very lately (at his Death) ſeen the Veil 
of the Temple rent in twain, and Darkneſs over 
the whole Land: This would have been a full 
Proof to Them, if they had not been reſo- 
lutely bent againſt admitting any. 

e, that Chriſt had appear'd to 
them, and that they had believed upon ſeei 
him alive after his Reſurre&ion, what wo 
have been the Conſequence ? Why, all the 
Proof of this Fact which they could have gi- 
ven to others, would have been their Teſti- 
mony only; and Teſtimony We have Now 
for it, That of the Apoſtles, Twelve in num- 
ber, who ſaid that they All ſaw him, and not 
only ſaid this, - but wrought Miracles, and 
laid down their Lives in Atteſtation to the 
Truth of their Report. And could the Chicf 
Prieſts and Elders {if they had been convinced) 
have done more than This for the convincing 
of Others? 

Let us farther ſuppoſe, that Their being 
convinced would have carry'd ſuch Weight a- 
long with it, that not only all the Prieſts and 
Rulers, but the Body of the Jewiſh People 
would have been converted upon Their Te- 
ſtimony: And let us ſuppoſe that upon this 
the Apoſtles or any other Jes had ſet out for 
foreign Countries, preaching the great Do- 
ctrine of Jeſus's Reſurrection, — * upon 
This Proof of it, that not only They thein- 
ſelves, but the Chief Prieſts and Elders had 
ſeen him, and that the whole Nation was fut- 
ly perſwaded of the Truth of it; and produ- 

eing 
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cing Certificates to that ropes under the 
Hands and Seals of the great Council or San- 
bedrim. If This had been the Caſe, can we 
think that Thoſe who now make Objections 
to the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, would not 
have made much Greater and Stronger Obje- 
ctions to the united Teſtimony of the Nation? 
Would not they have found more room to ſu- 
ſpe& an Impoſture than they can Now? Would 
not they have called it a State Trick, a Po- 
litical Craft, a National Contrivance of the 
* * to patch up their Credit after they had 
o long'd talk'd of their Meſſab that was to 
come? Would not That have been objected 
which Now cannot) that a Fraud might eaſi- 

have been carried on under the Shelter of 
the Jewiſh Magiſtracy? If all the Power and 
Authority in Religion had been on the fide of 


this Fact, might it not be ſuſpected that ſuch 


as were Curious and Inquiſitive to examine 
things to the Bottom, were intimidated and 
diſcourag'd from the Attempt? Would not 
ſuch a general Union in Belict have paſſed 
with Theſe Objectors for a General Conſpira- 

? and would they not have cry'd down the 

act, becauſe it had This Circumſtance attending 
it, much more juſtly than they now cry it 
down becauſe it Wanted it? 

Providence takes its own Meaſures z we are 
not to preſcribe to it, which way was beſt 


or wiſeſt: whatever method it ſhould have 


pleas'd Heaven to take, it would not have fail'd 


to put its Deſigns in Execution; but in the 


View wherein I have plac'd things above, there 
would have been ample Scope for Cavil, a 


large Field to ſow the Fares of Doubts and 


Diffi- 


. 
* 


runs thus: the Stone at the Mouth of ths 
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Difficulties in. But will a Rational man ad- 
mit that for an Objection which is liable to 
more and greater Gbjectio ? Fie upon ſuch 
Free<thitdang! which Marrs inſtead of Men- 
ding, and like the New piece put into an Old 
Garment, makes the Rent worſe. Mat. ix. 16. 
30 that all things confider'd, it was ſo far 
from being Neceſſary, that Chri/ ſhould have 
appear d upon his Reſurrection to the ChicF 
Prieſts and Rulers of the Fews, as has been 
ſuggeſted; that (according to all the ways of 
Thinking which theſe Cavillers are us'd to) 
he ought not to have appear'd to them. And 
God muſt be allow'd to have taken a more Un- 
exceptionable Method in making this Fact evi- 
dent to a Few Men only, and thoſe of no 
Figure, Character or Reputation in Life, ex- 
cept (as the Event ſhew'd) for their Courage 


and Sincerity. 


4. $. The laſt Objection which I mentioned 


Grave being Sealed by the Chief Prieſts, and 
the Seal being broken open, when TROY were 
not Preſent, here (ſay ſome) is room to uſpect 


But to make this Objection of any Weight, 
they muſt 1 * that the Apoſtles, who were 
the Choſen Witneſſes of the Reſurrection, as 
well as the Chief Prieſts, who were the Denyers 
of it, were concerned in the Sealing; and that 
both Parties confented to this method as a Sure 
way to difcover whether Fe us would riſe or 
not; and that both likewiſe had engag'd to be 
at the Opening of the Grave on ſome Day and 


Honr appointed. 


a Fraud and Impoſture. 


But 


1 ” * - 9 . 
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But all this Suppolal is not only without 
foundation, but is directly Contrary to the Hi- 
ory z for the Apoſtles all fled for their Lives 
when their Maſter was Crucified; and when 
they met afterwards, they did it with the Doors 
ſaut for fear of the Jews: Nay ſo far were they 
from agreeing with the Chief Prieſts upon 
This or any other Teſt of his Riſing Fine 
that we are told in Scripture, that they did not 
expect him to Riſe again, and that for ſeveral 
days after his Reſurrection they were 2 of 
Bart to believe it. And could This Sealing 
then be a Covenant enter'd. into by the Apo- 
Mes ? Or could their Conſent be reaſonably pre- 
fund to any Feit of a Fact which they never 
expected to happen? | 
Beſides, what Right had the Chief Prieſts to 
preſcribe any Method for the Divine Power to 
act in? they Sealed the Grave, tis true; but 
the Treaſure in it was none of Theirs: it was 
God's, and micht not He open the Door af 
it, and take out his Own when ever he pleas'd? 
W here then is the Mark of Fraud, when God, 
the only Proprietor, was preſent at the open- 
ing of it? re may be Cavil in this, bur 
there is no Argument, till it be made out that 
a Fact fully prov'd to Some Men is Falſe, be- 
cauſe Other men have not received all the Proof 
which they defixe. But, according to this way 
of reaſoning, it ſeems to be out of the Power 
N himſelf to make any Fact appear to be 
rue; becauſe while he leaves men Free- will, 


= 


4 (under the Colpur of Free-thinking) 
terms of 


N and inſiſt upon unreaſonab 
atis faction: but T don't influence 


the nature of Facts, and therefore without any 
of regard 
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24 The MIRACLES of | 
regard to the Seal or the Sealers, we muſt aſſert 


that Jeſus did truly Riſe from the Dead 08 the 


third Day according to the Scriptures. - 
I have now gone thro' every part of what 


was at firſt propos'd, having ſhew'd by direct 


Proof that Jeſus did riſe, and having anſwer'd 
the ſeveral Objections againſt this Fact, which 
ſome have drawn from the Writings of the 
Evangeliſts. = . 

The Evidence then of this Great and Mi- 
raculous Action lies fairly before the Reader. 
J have plac'd it in the Cleareſt Light that I 


could, and have brought the Proofs of it into 
a Shorter Compaſs than Uſual: Both theſe are 
great Helps to any Sincere, Unprejudic'd man, 


who would ſee the Reaſon of the Chriſtian's 


Faith and Hope: Ir appears Abſolutely Impofs 


ſible (according to the Scripture Story) that 


the Apoſtles ſhould have been Deceiv'd in this 


Point of Jeſus's Reſurrection; which is no 


leſs than a Demonſtration in their Favour : and 


it appears to have been Morally Impoſſible 
that they ſhould have willfully Deceived Man- 


kind in this Particular: the Circumſtances ot 
their Caſe will not admit of ſuch a Suppoſi · | 


tion, and the whole Weight of Improbability 


lies againſt it, which is the ſtrongeſt Proof that 
ſuch a Diſtant Fact is capable ot. 


” 


And will a Wiſe man think a few Cavils ſuf- 


ficient to determine the Point againſt ſuch Evi- 


dence ? When the Proofs are ſo much Stronger 
on the One fide than the Objections on the 
Other, are there not greater Difficulties to be 


met with in Disbelieving than in Believ- 


ing? When the weight is ſo great in Fayour 


of the Reſurrection, muſt not He that can 
„ really 
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really get over it, have a great deal of Credu- 
lity, and (in this Senſe too) @ Faith able to re- 
move Mountains? 

Here then a Rational man will take his 
Stand, and being once convinced that Jeſus did 
truly riſe from the Dead, from hence he will 
ſet out in his Enquiries, and taking this Clue 
along with him will eaſily ſee what Judgment 
is to be made of ſome other Particulars in the 
Goſpel, againſt which Exceptions have been 
taken: With this Evidence in. his hand, he 
will eaſily admit all the Miracles wrought by 
Jieſus, when Alive, to have been True and Real 
ones: For the Divine Power (we may be ſure) 
would never have exerted it ſelf in his favour 
to Raiſe him again, if during his Abode on 
Earth he had counterfeited Miracles and im- 
poſed on a Credulous Multitude : And if he 
wrought Undoubted Miracles, will not this 
Concluſion neceſſarily follow, That he came 
from God, teaching the Divine Will, becauſe 
he made uſe of his Miracles as ſo many Proofs 
of his having a Commiſſion from Heaven? 
And the ſame muſt: be ſaid of the Applicati- 
on of the Propheſies of the Old Teftament, which 
Jeſus and his Apoſtles declar'd to have been 
fulfill'd in Him: For however ſome of them 
may appear to Us, at this diſtance of time, not 
to be expreſly determin'd and tyed down to 
His Perſon, yet no Senſe of them can be clear- 
er than what is given them by one who- 
wrought. undoubted Miracles, and thereby 
prov'd himſelf to come from that God, who 
[pake by the Prophets; and therefore Jeſus's Ex- 
plication of them is no other than God's Own: 
and can we deſire a better Interpretation ? 
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In all Enquiries the only way to come at 
Truth is to ſet out right at firſt. There is 
no Propoſition in Euclid or Newton, tho' never 
ſo ſtrictly Demonſtrable, but will loſe all its 
Force of Conviction, if a man begins at the 
wrong end, disjoints the ſeveral parts of the 


Proof, or places them in a wrong and unnatu- 


ral Order. It is the ſame thing in Chriſtiani- 
ty; if a man fingles out a Miracle or a Pro- 
pheſy, and having expos'd as Artfully as he 
can the Literal Story of either, if from thence 
he forms an Argument that Theſe don't prove 
Jeſus to have come from God or to have been 
the Meſſiah z he may to weak Underſtandings 
ſeem to ſay ſomething Material, and may 
triumph (if he pleaſes) in the Quaintneſs of his 
Objections: For, no doubt, every Miracle of 
Chriſt Singly conſider'd does not Infallibly 
prove his Divine Miſſion, nor does every Pro- 
pheſy Singly conſider'd point him our for the 
True Meſſiab. Exceptions may be drawn from 
the Circumſtances of ſome of them by men 
diſpos'd to cavil, and they may ſay that at beſt 
(when taken in this Separate view) they can 
only make us Wonder, not Believe. | 

But all this w' de Truth is Truth, and 
would appear ſo, if the Proofs were purſued in 
their Natural Order : Do but begin aright 
and follow in the Chain of things ; and you 
have Demonſtration : Whereas if you Start. 
wrong, or loſe the Track, then Doubts and 
Difficulties meet you at every Turning, and 
you will ſoon have Stock enough to let up 
with, as a Modern Free-thinker. 

This Queſtion may fairly be asked, 'If we 


give up Chriſtianity, what Religion will they 


give 


N 


. Adv. 
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| give us in the Room of it? Chriſtianity is 


rely worth ſomething, and a man would 


not part with it except to Advantage. Why, 
the Golden Religion of Nature (a) is offer'd us in 
Exchange: but all is not Gold that gliſters 


it has been prov'd a thouſand times, that Na- 


tural Religion is not ſufficient for all our 


Wants, that it had one great Defect at leaſt, 
which the Goſpel remedies by promiſing 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs for Sins. But are 


3 they in earneſt when they talk of ſetting up 


Morality for the Standard? If they were, 
one would think that their Writings, while 


1 they recommend it, ſhould practiſe it, and the 
Example ſhould go along with the Do- 


Erine. But is not the Contrary viſible in 
moſt of their Works? I will inſtance only 
in the Author of the Diane on the Mira- 
cles of our Saviour one Specimen of his Ho- 
neſty in Quotations I have given before in 
Page 10, which I hope will be referr'd to upon 
this occaſion. And thus in Part I. Pag. 2x, 
he ſays that St. Hilary is plain that there was 


4 0 ſuch Market kept in the Temple of Jeruſa- 


lem, 1. e. for buying and ſelling Sheep, Oxen 
and Doves: and for this purpoſe he quotes 
theſe words of that Father, Non habebant Fu- 
dei quod venire poſſent, neque erat quod emere 
quis poſſet. This is but a part of a Sentence, 
the whole runs thus: Sed neque emere Fudeos 
in Synagogd, neque vendere Spiritum Sanctum 
exiſtimandum eſt; non enim habebant ut vendere 
poſſent, neque erat quod quis emere poſſet : We 
muſt not think that the Jews were able to buy 
and ſell the Holy Ghoſt in the Synagogue , for 
| D 2 hey 

(@ Woolfton's Diſc. Part 6, Pag. 28. 
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they bad it not 10 ſelly nor was there- any on 


10 buy it. Here he deceives his Reader, con- 
cealing from him that the buying and ſelling 
mention'd by St. Hilary was that of the Holy 
Ghoſt, not of Sheep and Oxen, and the Place 
ſpoken of was not the Temple but the Syna- 
gogue. Is this Morality? % 161% 

Again, he makes Era/mus ſay, that Jeſus 
could not be zealous againſt the Profanation of 
that Temple of the Jews, which was ſoon to be 
deftroy'd, p. 30. But the words of Erafmus 
have a quite different meaning, and run thus; 
Nec enim illum tantopere commovebat Templum ils 
lud mercimoniis Boum, Ovium, Hircorum & Co- 
lumbarum profanatum Sed oſtendere voluit A- 
varitiam & Juæſtum fore capitalem Peſiem Ee- 
cleſiæ ſuæ, quam Templum illud, cujus Religio 
mox erat abolenda, figurabat. Jeſus was not ſo 
much movꝰ'd at the Profanation of the Temple by 
the merchandiſe of Oxen, Sheep, Goats and 


Doves; but he meant to ſhew that Avarice and 


Luxury would be a fatal Calamity to bis Church, 
which was figur'd out by that Temple whoſe 
Worſhip was ſoon after to be abolifhed. The 
Author abovemention'd makes Eraſinus aſſign 
the Temple's being ſoon to be deſtroy'd as 
a Reaſon why he ſays that Feſus could not be 
Zealous againſt the Profanation of it : where- 
as Eraſmus does not ſay this, much leſs does 
he aſſign a Reaſon for it: he only mentions 
the Temple's being ſoon to be deſtroy'd, as 
2 Circumſtance to ſhew that the Temple 
was a Figure of the Chriſtian Church, which 
was to ſucceed it. Was there a greater 


Difference between Eraſmus and the Monks 
of 


— 
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of His time, than there is between the True 


- Senſe of Eraſinus, and what this Unfair Au- 


thor would fix upon him? © | 

Some other 8 will be taken to 
add more Inſtances of the like Behaviour, but 
theſe are ſufficient to ſnew that This great Re- 
commender of the Golden Religion of Nature, 
in his attacks upon. Chriſtianity, violates the 
firſt principles of Natural Religion, and makes 
a Sacrifice of Common Honeſty to his Zeal 
againſt Revelation. If his Morality teaches 
him no better things, I would adviſe him not 
to offer it to the World; it is beſt in his Own 
keeping, it may be of great uſe to Him in 
raiſing Objections againſt the Bible; nay it may 
be a Golden Religion to him, if by the help of it 
he can furniſh his Diſcourſes with ſuch bold 
Falſhoods as ſhall make them Sell the better. 
But to all Serious Men, to all who enquire 
and examine into every Hardy Aſſertion, his 
Book is their Antidote; by ſeeing what He is, 
they learn what ſuch men as have caſt off the 
Goſpel are likely to be: He is the ſtrongeſt 
Proof againſt Himſelf that Chriſtianity is Ne- 
ceſſary to reſtrain men; and there is nothing 
in his Writings of ſo much Weight to in- 
cline men to be Unbelievers, as there is in 
his Example to ſhew them the Neceſſity of 
Believing. ; 

A Man muſt be much in Love with Va- 
riety, and wear his Religion, like his Cloaths, 
ſubject to every Change of the Faſhion, if 
he will quit the Chriſtian Faith, and renounce 
his Creed for an uncertain. Something, ſo ill 
ſupported and ſo ill recommended as the Re- 
ligion of theſe Diſputers. When they have 
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other caſes) to ſpend their w 
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jo The MIRACLES of 
demonſtrated . the Falſchood of Chriſtianity, 


or ſhewn us that the Objections againſt it are 


of more Force than the Proofs for it, then 
we. may allow them (after 3 Examples in 
ole Stock of Wit 

and Drollery upon the Subject. But if the 
muſt be under a Reſtraint till then, it will aſl 
955 with them, and the World will loſe the 
roof of their Abilities in the Great Art of 
Ridicule: For as yet the Article of Jeſus's 
Reſurrection (that Foundation- Stone of Chri- 
ſtianity) remains unmov'd by any thing that 
They have offer'd : They have done their 
Beſt, it muſt be owned, and have ſaid all per- 


Taps that the Wit or Malice of man can de- 
viſe : 


iſe: But ſtill it can no more prevail againſt 
this Truth, than Death and the Grave could 
againſt our' Saviour; it Riſes like him, and 
triumphs over all Objections. N 
It is hoped therefore, that what has been 
ſaid on this occaſion, will have ſome Ef- 
fect to check the increaſing Infidelity of the 
Age; and that men will conſider and weigh 


matters, before they form any Judgment to 


the Prejudice of that Faith, which can plead 
Preſcription, and (by ſhewing its Reaſonable- 
neſs) can make that Preſcription appear a 
Good one. If the Proofs that I have brought 
in its favour are ſo convincing, as I am per- 
ſuaded they are, let ſuch men examine their 


oven hearts carefully, and ſee whether other 


Motives than thoſe of Reaſon do not deter- 
mine them to Unbelief. I pretend not to 


charge it upon their Vices or their Vanity 


and Love of Novelty; they Themſelves are 
the beſt Judges of what that FR" 4 
258 | which 
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which influences them: But they muſt give 
up the Pretence of Reaſon (I mean of Right 
Reaſon) in this Caſe; for This lyes directly 

ainſt them, it blows full in their Face; and 


that which is the Demonſtration of our Faith, 
can neyer be the Foundation of Their Infi- 


delity. 
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